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PCX is back, which is not fully true as we were 

never out but more or less invisible at least to 
the outside world.  Without a magazine - our last 
magazine v8n1 dated Jan 2004 - and regular 
club meetings, you very rapidly become a virtual 
club without real recognition.  We still had ad 
hoc club meetings but they were often moved to 
other dates and even locations without informing 
all the club members, leading to lower 
attendance over the last two years. There were 
several reasons why all this was happening, 
among them: Less interest of the board 
members, no leadership among the board 
members, too busy business lifes, private 
matters, finance going down (starting 2004 we 
no longer asked a member fee), the low quality 
and performance of the new HP calculators, the 
lower interest of the members, … 
As of today we try to forget the above and give 
PCX a new spin or at least a new chance.  We 
will also try to learn from the past and introduce 
some improvements while reviving the club 
organisation and running over the course of 
2007.    
 

We had our first meeting on January 13th.  We 

kept  this a little bit secret as the main agenda 
point was the restart of the PCX.  The meeting 
was attended by the crew who stayed with us for 
the last 2 years.  As pleasure comes before 
business in our meetings we started with our 
New-year drink.  The first bottle of Champagne 
was offered by Claude Ollieuz.  The following 
sparkling wine bottles where offered by Jo. 
 

Below the main changes through which we like 

to revive PCX: 
1. We reinstall the club meetings with a 

frequency of 6 meetings a year. 

2. We guarantee an upfront planning of at least 
4 meetings of which we neither change the 
date nor the location. 

3. We switch back to an English magazine until 
we find the resources to go for a mixed 
Dutch – French magazine. 

4. The magazine will be mailed to anybody 
interested in it.  On request we also provide 
a paper version of the magazine.   

5. The new website, ready by the end of April, 
will be the centre for all our communication.  
It will also provide member & magazine 
registration. 

6. We will alternate the location of the 
meetings.  Half of them will be near Brussels 
(Wezembeek-Oppem) while the others will 
be near Brugge (Oostkamp).  You can find 
the addresses of both at the end of this 
magazine. 

7. The member fee for 2007 is 5 Euro.  This 
cost should cover the cost for the bi-monthly 
club meetings.  As of today the fee isn’t 
mandatory if you don’t join any of the 
meetings however we do count on some 
loyalty of our members if we deliver on our 
promises above. The PCX account number 
is 068-2009388-60.  More information will be 
provided through our new website for 
members living outside Belgium.  

8. Next to the current website address 
www.ehsal.be/pcx we will set up a mirror 
www.petss.be/pcx to guarantee continuity if 
the first goes down. The first address is still 
holding the old content while the second is 
still under construction (ready by end April). 

 

Benny offers to scan the old PCX magazines 

as he has, due to his new job as a teacher, the 
opportunity to do so. 
 

Planning of the club meetings 2007. 

 13 January in Wezembeek-Oppem 

 24 March in Oostkamp. 

 2 June in Wezembeek-Oppem 

 25 August in Oostkamp 

 20 October in Wezembeek-Oppem 

 1 December in Oostkamp 
 

After the general stuff we still had some time 

left for interesting presentations. Philippe 
presented his Christmas tree created with 
Mathematica to demonstrate to his niece the 
theorem of Pythagoras.  See presentation 
Philippe on the new web site. 
 

The next presentation, again from Philippe, 

addressed “Human intuition and chance 

http://www.ehsal.be/pcx
http://www.petss.be/pcx


estimation of compound experiment results in 
large event spaces”.  With 20 people in the room 
what is the chance that at least 2 persons do 
have the same birthday, or the other way 
around, how many people should be in the room 
to create a 50% chance that 2 persons do have 
the same birthday.  With 20 persons the chance 
is already 41%, however with 23 people we 
should reach the 50% chance.  Are you 
surprised? People are not good in estimating 
such situations and that’s the reason why Lotto 
advertisements can easily fool their potential 
customers. See presentation Philippe published 
on the new web site. 
 

If you toss two coins and you promise to tell 

when at least one of them is a head? What is 
the chance that the second one is also a head in 
that case?  The answer is 1 out of 3 and not 1 
out of 2.  See presentation Philippe on the new 
web site.    
 

We also had some discussion on free phone 

clients like the well known Skype service.  
Alternatives for free calling are   
www.voipstunt.com, referenced by Claude and 
www.jajah.com, referenced by Geert. 
 

Benny showed his brand new HP-50g.  The 

major key-problem of the previous models is 
finally resolved, which is very promising.  Benny 
has still problems in running the HP-50g 
emulator on his laptop.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

That’s the end of this magazine.  I hope to see 

some of you by the end of the week in 
Oostkamp.  If you have any questions or 
remarks you can always mail the PCX team 
through pcx.team@petss.be or give me a ring 
on 050 82 79 79 after 20u00. 
 
 

 

PCX Club meeting  

24 March at 14h00 

“Nieuwvliet” 
Lieven Gevaertplein 4 

8020 Oostkamp 

 
 

 

PCX Club Meeting 

2 June at 14h00 

“De Kam” 
Beekstraat 172 

1970 Wezembeek-Oppem 

 

 

As we had a computer crash and lost some 

latest adaptations to our mailing list we had to 
fall back to an older list which is most probably 
still holding invalid or suspended mail 
addresses.  Sorry for this inconvenience, we will 
adapt the list as soon as possible based on your 
feedback. 

http://www.voipstunt.com/
http://www.jajah.com/
mailto:pcx.team@petss.be

